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both the Corn and Cloth, whether the Dutch would or no, which Project
was put in Practice, and had the desired Effect, with the Loss of the Ship
only. This Piece of Service so pleased the Queen, that she called a Council
of her Otankqys, and magnifying the English Friendship, in a full Council
declared all English free of Atcheen, to pay for a Ship with three Masts,
i oo Tayels, or about 80 L. Sterl. as a Present to the Queen, in Lieu of all
Customs, let the Cargo be never so rich, and for a Brigantine or Sloop
40 Tayels., and that no English Goods should be cairied to the Custom-
house, or surveyed in their own Houses, and that all English Merchants
Houses were to be reckoned as Sanctuaries to such as could not pay their
Debts, or had committed any slight Fault.

This Harmony continued till the Year 1700. that the Queen died, and
a Seid or Preacher getting a strong Party, was made King, promising to
do Wonders; but, in all my Travels, I never found a civil Government,
with a Priest at the Head of it, prosper long, and so it fell out here. The
first Thing of Moment he contrived, was to make the English pay 10 per
Cent. Customs on the Goods they imported, which they would not come
into, nor would they unlade their Goods, but on the old Footing.

In May 1702. I arrived there with a great Ship, and good Force, for it
was dangerous to traffick by Sea, because of the Impediment that the
French and the Pirates gave to Trade in India. I had on board a rich Cargo
from Suratt and, on my Arrival I took the Chap at the great River's Mouth,
according to Custom. This Chap is a Piece of Silver about 8 Ounces
Weight, made in Form of a Cross, but the cross Part is very short, that
we take with both Hands, and put to our Fore-head, and declare to the
Officer that brings the Chap, that we come on an honest Design to trade,
and after that Ceremony is over, we go in our Boats freely to the Town,
which stands about four Miles up the River; but, before we take the Chab,
no Boat must go on Penalty of a Fine.

When I came to Town, I went to pay my Visit to the Shawbundaar,
who is Custom-master, and common Arbitrator of Differences arising
among Merchants. Some Gentlemen that resided there, and some
Masters of Ships belonging to the English, accompanied me. I carried
my Boat's Crew, armed with Fuzee and Bayonet, for my Guard. After
some Compliments had past between the Shawbundaar and me, he told
me, that if I had a Mind to trade there, I must carry my Goods to the
Custom-house, and there to be opened, and I o per Cent, laid by for the
King, whether we sold the rest there or no. I told him that was a new
Method that I did not understand, and could not come into, but withal
advised him to take Care how their King quarrelled with the English,
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